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REMARKS 

With this amendment, Claims 1 and 3-14 are pending in the present application. Claims 
1 and 10 have been amended. Claim 2 has been canceled. In view of the foregoing amendments 
and the following remarks, the Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the above- 
referenced application. 
Comments with respect to "Predetermined" 

The Examiner indicated that the use of "predetermined" is improper in claim language 
and that the Applicants can amend this by deleting this term appearing twice in Claim 1 and 
Claim 10. Pursuant to the Examiner's suggestions, the Applicants have deleted the term 
"predetermined" in Claims 1 and 10. As recommended by the Examiner, the Applicants have 
inserted in its place -an effective quantity and particle size to maintain porosity in the slurry- in 
Claim 1 and - an effective quantity to maintain porosity — in Claim 10. 
Claim Rejections— 35 U.S.C. §§102/103 

Claims 1 and 3-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a, b, or e) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as obvious over Gebhardt '985 or Yoon '853 Bl. 
US 3,782,985 to Gebhardt 

The Examiner indicated that the Gebhardt reference teaches a composition comprising fly 
ash cenospheres and even teaches an overlapping ranges of amounts for fly ash constituent 
components in Table 1 column 2 thus anticipating the instant invention. However, the 
Applicants note that nowhere in Gebhardt does it teach or suggest selecting an effective quantity 
and size of the particulate material in order to permit dewatering of the slurry through the 
product. Furthermore, the Gebhardt reference does not teach or suggest a dewatering aid having 
a particulate material wherein a first portion of the particulate material has a particle size of 10 
microns or less and a second portion of the particulate material has a particle size of 100 microns 
or less. (See, e.g., amended Claims 1) Gebhardt also does not provide any motivation for one to 
develop a dewatering aid having the claimed particle size range as the Gebhardt invention is not 
even remotely related to dewatering aids. As such, the Applicants respectfully submit that the 
pending claims are patentable over Gebhardt. 
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US 6,375,853 toYoon 

The Examiner indicated that the Yoon reference teaches a dewatering aid and even 
teaches fly ash . as part of the dewatering aid, thus anticipating the instant invention. The 
Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner's conclusions and note that nowhere in Yoon 
does it teach or suggest a dewatering aid comprising a particulate material as claimed in the 
present application. Yoon discloses a dewatering aid that is in liquid form and does not appear to 
contain any particulates. The Yoon dewatering aid primarily consists of modified lipids 
dissolved in one or more solvents. (See, e.g., col. 3, lines 31-48) The liquid dewatering aid is 
adsorbed by the particulate material to increase the hydrophobicity of the particulates, which 
would allow water to filter through the particulates more easily. The fly ash in claim 4 of column 
1 1 of Yoon is not part of the dewatering aid as suggested by the Examiner. Rather, it is an 
example of the particulate material that could benefit from the dewatering aid. In fact, the fly ash 
in claim 4 further modifies the particulate material that is to be dewatered {see, claim 1). 
Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that the pending claims are patentable over the 
Yoon reference. 



In view of the foregoing, the Applicants respectfully submit that all pending claims of the 
present application are in condition for allowance, and such action is earnestly solicited. Should 
there be any impediment to the prompt allowance of this application that could be resolved 
through a telephone conference, the Examiner is respectfully requested to call the undersigned at 
the number shown below. Please charge any additional fees, Including any fees for additional 
extension of time, or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 
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